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About the Office of Online and Education Outreach 
The Office of Educational Outreach enriches the economic, cultural, personal and professional 
lives of a diverse society, eliminating barriers to expand the educational resources of SIUE. We 
promote learning by providing accessible educational opportunities through the agile 
development of relevant, collaborative programs and partnerships. 

The Office of Educational Outreach provides a broad array of services in support of academic 
units, community partners and all learners. 
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one-year partnerships between the University and communities in Illinois to advance local 
resilience and sustainability based on community-identified environmental, social, and 
economic issues and needs. Our mission is to connect communities with the students and 
faculty of SIUE. 
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About the Partner 

The City of Edwardsville was incorporated in 1818, and is located 23 miles northeast of St. 
Louis, Missouri. It is part of the Metro-East region of the Greater St. Louis metropolitan area 
and is the county seat of Madison County, Illinois.  

Home to about 25,000 residents, Edwardsville is a great place to live, work, and raise a family. 
The city’s rich architectural history can be seen in its charming downtown business district and 
its many tree-lined streets of historic homes.  Edwardsville’s residents can access more than 80 
miles of Madison County Transit walking and cycling trails, hundreds of acres of municipal 
nature preserves, 17 public parks, and recreation facilities including two YMCA locations. The 
Edwardsville School District and several private and parochial schools provide area children 
with a top-rated education. The public school district boasts a 97% graduation rate, with 86% of 
students completing a college education. Higher education is easily accessible to residents, with 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the N.O. Nelson Campus of Lewis and Clark 
Community College within city limits.  

Large employers in Edwardsville include the Hershey Company, Dial Corporation, Procter & 
Gamble, OHL, Unilever, Walgreens Distribution Center, and Save-a-Lot Distribution Center. 
Edwardsville residents enjoy a thriving food scene and a bustling downtown shopping district 
with many locally owned small businesses.   

Edwardsville is hometown to five past Illinois governors, including its namesake, Ninian 
Edwards, who served as governor of Illinois Territory from 1809 – 1818. Other residents of note 
are N.O. Nelson, founder of Leclaire, once a company, an Edwardsville neighborhood; Mannie 
Jackson, former player and current owner of the Harlem Globetrotters;  Laurie Metcalf, Tony 
Award-winning actor; Lucille “Billie” Poole, jazz singer, and Sam M. Vadalabene, renowned 
Illinois legislator. 
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Executive Summary 

This project centers on the City of Edwardsville’s Clock Tower park, located on North Main 

Street in the downtown area. Nathan Ferber and Alexander Lane, seniors in the Construction 

Management program at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE), present this plan to 

convert the existing pocket park to a more visually appealing and educational pollinator garden. 

Kim Schoenfeld, a member of Edwardsville’s Beautification and Tree Commission, served as the 

project point person. Schoenfeld’s hope is to convert the space into something that will add 

value to Edwardsville’s ecosystem. A hotel and later a gas station once occupied the small lot 

where the park is now located. There have been previous attempts to build a garden in this 

location but they have failed because the existing soil is depleted of nutrients and the 

underlying asphalt means a shallow depth for roots. Ferber and Lane identify a plan here for 

converting Clock Tower park into a functioning and thriving native garden. Main take-aways 

from the study include:  

• This is a publicly owned piece of land 

• The area is not classified as a wetland or floodplain 

• Construction must hinder pedestrian and vehicular traffic as little as possible 

• Imperative to know where utilities are located prior to start of construction 
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Earth Edwardsville: A Pocket Park Feasibility Study 

Site History  
Detailed records for the property are sparse. What is known about previous owners and 

improvements to the site, however, are listed below. 

Hotel (1875 – 1932) 
Designed by Charles Spillman and owned by 

Hugh Kirkpatrick, the St. James Hotel (Figure 

1) was a landmark on Main Street in 

downtown Edwardsville. Architecturally, the 

three-story building took many design cues 

from the French Gothic style. Structurally, 

the building’s construction consisted of 

wood framing surrounded by a brick, stone, 

and concrete façade. The hotel ceased 

operations and was demolished following a 

fire in October 1932. 

 

Service Station (? - 1958)  
Details on when the service station officially opened and ceased operations are difficult to find. 

From what information is available, however, we know that it was a subsidiary of the D.X. 

Sunray Oil Company (Sunoco). We were unable to determine if there were underground 

storage tanks (UST’s) installed at the facility, and more importantly if they were removed upon 

the station’s closure. 

 

Car Dealership (1965 – 1968) 
As with previous property owners, details on the automotive dealership are 

far and few between. From the business and tax records found, we 

determined the property was run under the General Motors umbrella as a 

franchise dealership. Lastly, it appears that the franchise was owned by the 

same individual but registered in the name of two business enterprises: 

Hurst Motors Incorporated and Tom O’Connell Incorporated. 

 

FIGURE 1: ST. JAMES HOTEL AT 228 NORTH MAIN STREET 

FIGURE 2: ADVERTISEMENT 

FROM HURST MOTOR CO. 
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Legal Description  
The following section includes material related to the legal status of the property.  

Property Information  

PARCEL NUMBER  
14-2-15-11-10-104-010  

SITE ADDRESS  
NORTH MAIN  
STREET  
EDWARDSVILLE, IL  
62025 

OWNER NAME &  
ADDRESS 
CITY OF  
EDWARDSVILLE  
118 HILLSBORO AVE.  
EDWARDSVILLE, IL 62025 

TAX YEAR  
2018 (PAYABLE 2019)  

SALE  
STATUS 
NONE  

NEIGHBORHOOD 
CODE 0N51  

PROPERTY   
CLASS  
0090 –
TAX EXEMPT 

TAX CODE  
528 - #7;  
CITY OF  
EDWARDSVILLE 

TAX  
STATUS  
EXEMPT  

NET TAXABLE  
VALUE 0 

TAX  
RATE  
0.00000 

TOTAL TAX  
$0.00 

TOWNSHIP  
14 – EDWARDSVILLE 

ACRES 
0.000 

MAILIING ADDRESS 

1977 ASSESSMENT  
0  

LOT SIZE TIF BASE  
VALUE 0 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
ORIG TOWN OF EDWARDSVILLE LOT PT 193 PT 195 100X108 

 

Easements and Land Rights  
The property is owned and managed by the City of Edwardsville. The only easements needing 

consideration, therefore, are subgrade utilities. 

Physical Characteristics  
The following section contains detailed accounts and descriptions of the existing property. 

Additionally, it may be helpful to reference the enlarged figures (pictures) at the end of the 

report. 

Land Description  
In total, the property is approximately 0.25 acres. Presently this space is utilized as public 

parking for visitors to the Central Business District and provides 18 parking spaces along with 

drive lanes.  
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FIGURE 5: FRONT ENTRANCE TO CLOCK TOWER PARK 

 

In a street-facing section not devoted to parking is where Clock Tower Park sits. Currently, it 

exists as a small garden area featuring ornamental shrubs, street and accent lighting, an antique 

fence for aesthetic purposes, and a small concrete and brick monument – the Clock Tower. 

Recent pictures from the property are shown below. 

 

 

  

FIGURE 3: INSIDE CLOCK TOWER PARK FIGURE 4: FRONT OF CLOCK TOWER PARK 

FIGURE 6: VIEW OF THE SIDE OF CLOCK TOWER PARK 
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Location and Map  
The existing property does not currently 

have a formal address. It is located on 

the 200 block of North Main Street in 

Edwardsville, Illinois. Relative to the 

surrounding area, the property is located 

between Hillsboro Avenue and East 

College Street – more specifically 

between Source Juicery and Goshen 

Butcher Shop. Reference the maps shown below 

and at the end of this document for further 

understanding. 

Access  
The project location is situated in the middle of the Central Business District of Edwardsville). 

Considering this, there will be several things to consider when evaluating the feasibility of this 

project, including:  

• Physical access into the site  

• Vehicular traffic control and parking disturbances  

• Pedestrian control and safety of the public when   passing the site  

 

Physical Access into the Site 

Although the project is located off of an easily 

found and navigable road, entering the site may 

be difficult for equipment and/or larger delivery 

vehicles. The physical constraints limiting access 

include two neighboring structures (near the 

entrance and exit drives), public parking on 

both sides of Main Street, and the existing 

clocktower and fencing. For reference, see 

Figure 8: site access (left). 

 

 

FIGURE 8: SITE ACCESS VIA FRONT DRIVEWAY 

FIGURE 7: PLAT AND STREET MAP OF PARK LOCATION 
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FIGURE 9: SITE ACCESS GRAPHIC 

 

Vehicular Traffic Control and Parking Disturbances  

As stated above, the project is in the 

Central Business District – a heavily 

trafficked area of Edwardsville. It is crucial, 

therefore, for the contracted firm to have 

an established plan to control vehicular 

traffic during the construction phase of 

this project. When developing their 

proposals, contractors should assume the 

City of Edwardsville will not allow Main 

Street to be closed for long periods of 

time. It should also be assumed that 

minimal disturbance to the adjacent 

parking lot will be required. 

Pedestrian Traffic and Public Safety 

The final consideration regarding access should be public safety. Throughout construction, the 

sidewalk must remain open and travelable or accommodations be made to maintain ease of 

access to surrounding businesses. 

Existing Improvements  
Presently, the existing land is composed of a parking lot (18 spaces and drive lanes) and a small 

garden/park area. The major improvements installed on the site include:  

• Wrought iron fencing (approx. 60 L.F.)  

• Flag stone pavers / walkway (approx. 60 S.F.)  

• Miscellaneous decorative rocks / boulders  

• A brick and concrete structure with a historic clock attached to the top.  

• Various small plants and bushes and a single tree (trunk radius < 8 in) 

Soils  
This section of the report was conducted using the NRCS database. if this project moves 

forward, a formal soil survey may be necessary.  

Geographic Setting  

• Soil is on gently sloping or nearly level ground  

• Slope gradient ranging from 0 to 5 percent  

• Soils formed in loess. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/tools/?cid=nrcseprd1407024
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FIGURE 10: SURROUNDING WETLANDS 

Wetland 
Status  
Wetland Areas 

are defined as 

those areas 

where water 

covers the soil 

or is present 

either at or 

near the 

surface of the 

soil all year or 

for varying 

periods of time 

during the year. Understanding this and checking our assumptions with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service Wetland Mapper, we have determined the proposed project does not lie within 

a wetland area. Shown below is a map of the surrounding area showing the site’s topological 

characteristics (green denotes wetland area, blue denotes lake/body of water). 

 

 

Floodplain  
A floodplain is defined as an 

area of low-lying ground 

adjacent to a river, formed 

mainly of river sediments and 

subject to flooding. After 

reviewing documentation 

provided by FEMA, we have 

determined the property does 

not lie within a known and 

reported flood plain. 

 

FIGURE 11: AERIAL VIEW OF EDWARDSVILLE 

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
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Stormwater Management Requirements  
Over the past few years, Madison County has been working to establish best management 

practices (BMP’s) to address the following:  

• Reduce flooding and mitigate flood damage  

• Improve water quality  

• Promote best practices for land development  

• Development organizational and regulatory formwork  

• Conduct public education and outreach 

Utilities  
At the time of writing, we had not received a subsurface utility map from the City of 

Edwardsville Public Works Department. Being located off of a main artery to the city, however, 

it is reasonable to assume there will be subgrade utilities running near the property, if not 

directly through it. Prior to starting any construction, the contracted company is required to 

have the utilities marked. 

Additionally, there is one overhead power line running from the Source Juicery building. This 

cable provides electrical power to the existing clock tower and the accent lighting in the ground 

below.  

Environmental Contamination  
At the time of writing, we were still waiting to hear back from EPA office in Springfield 

regarding any environmental contamination of the site.  

Regulatory Considerations  
The following section contains information related to government requirements for projects 

within the City of Edwardsville. In addition, it is suggested that the contracting agency reference 

the Code of Ordinances available online at: 

https://library.municode.com/il/edwardsville/codes/code_of_ordinances.   

Suggested sections for review include:  

• Chapter 1, General Provisions  

• Chapter 2, Administration  

• Chapter 18, Building and Building Regulations  

• Chapter 30, Community Development  

• Chapter 54, Historic Preservation  

• Chapter 78, Parks and Recreation Department and Recreation, Arts and Special Events 
Board  

• Chapter 102, Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places  

• Chapter 114, Traffic and Vehicles  

https://library.municode.com/il/edwardsville/codes/code_of_ordinances
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• Chapter 118, Utilities  

• Appendix A, Land Development Code  

• Appendix B, Zoning 

Zoning  
The property is located within the Central Business District and is therefore zoned accordingly. 

Per the Code of Ordinances, this district is described as “a pedestrian oriented district 

geographically designated within the central core of the city in which retail and services uses 

are provided. For detailed descriptions of land use and restrictions reference Chapter 1242, 

Section 3 – Central Business District (B-1). 

Comprehensive Plan  
The following section describes the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Edwardsville and its 

governance over renovating and/or expanding the current park location. 

About  
The City of Edwardsville has developed and implemented a Comprehensive Plan for anticipated 

growth of the city. The Comprehensive Plan “provides a vision for the future and is intended to 

serve as an advisory guide for more effective and informed decision- making.” It is important to 

understand that the Comprehensive Plan is not intended to be a rigid framework. It is designed 

to be flexible, generalized in nature, and reviewed periodically. The primary functions of the 

Comprehensive Plan can be summarized as follows:  

• To provide a statement of public policy regarding the guidance and control of desirable 
physical development within the city.  

• To provide the city council with developmental policy guidelines to assist with decision 
making on specific development issues and on future public expenditures.  

• To establish the framework for coordinated action between local units of government 
and state and federal units of government.  

• To provide administrative continuity through successive city government 
administrations. 

Furthermore, the Comprehensive plan is broken down into three parts:  

• SECTION ONE:  Provides details on specific elements of the plan including  
transportation, land use, water and sewer resources, historic 
preservation and the community as a whole, within these 
elements are objectives and goals which have been set to guide 
policy makers as they consider the future of each of these 
important development considerations.  

• SECTION TWO:  Provides forecasts for the city of Edwardsville in the areas of  
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Employment and Population Growth as well as Land Use 
projections which come as a result of these projections through 
the Year 2025.  

• SECTION THREE:  This section is an extension of the concepts considered in Section  
One. This section takes a unique approach however in that it 
provides guidelines as to how each of the Elements in Section One 
will become more compatible with each other and how 
transitions will take place between one land use and another; For 
example, one section explores the transition from shopping areas 
to residential areas. Emphasis is on how Edwardsville’s future 
2025 workforce and residents will travel to and from work and 
school, how they socialize, play, shop, spend time in their homes, 
and spend time in the outdoors.  Section Three is included based 
on the belief that land uses do not exist independently of each 
other but that they are reliant on each other in order to be 
successful.  

How this process takes place is one that needs to be monitored and tended. Section Three of 

the Comprehensive Plan provides guidelines as to how Edwardsville will achieve this goal. 

Applicability to Proposed Project  
As it pertains to the renovation and/or expansion of the existing park, we feel that the 

comprehensive plan and our final proposal align with one another. We believe the park will add 

an aesthetic value to the property, and the properties surrounding on North Main Street, that 

currently does not exist. 

Conclusion and Next Steps 
With further investigation and appropriate funding, the current Clock Tower Park property 

could be a beautiful and self-sustaining native pollinator garden that adds value to 

Edwardsville’s ecosystem while also functioning as an educational space. The following are the 

next things that should be completed. 

• Conduct a soil survey 

• Obtain EPA report on possible contamination of the site 

• Obtain subsurface utilities map and prior to construction, ensure utilities are marked 

• Ensure construction company references Code of Ordinances to  
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Memorandum of Understanding 
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Appendix B: City of Edwardsville Official Zoning Maps  
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Appendix C: City of Edwardsville Plat Map  
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Appendix D: Project Timeline  
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Appendix E: Budget Estimate   
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Appendix F: Example Safety Plan  
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Appendix G: Senior Assessment Project Presentation
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